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coliossal powers will emerge^ one facing the other:
America and Asia. Europe wUi be engulfed by either of
them I am no prophet and nobody can say which of
the two currents will engulf Europe. But I believe that
the salvation of humanity, the hope of its future unity
resides in the latter.'* Holland is even more definite in
his Preface to the French edidon of Mahatma Gandhi's
Young India. Speaking of 'the spiritual tide rising from
the East', he continues: This tide will not recede until
it has covered the shores of Europe.' Again and again,
after the last war, Holland makes the same kind of state-
ment. His disillusionment with the West is boundless,
and so is his hope for some light from the East: 'We are a
certain number of people in Europe/ he says, Vho are no
longer satisfied with European civilization.. .There arc
among us some* who look towards Asia.. .1 do not sug-
gest to Europeans to adopt an Asiatic faith. I only want
them to taste of the blessing of this magic rhythm, this
large and slow breath. They will learn there what the
soul of Europe (and America) is most in need of: quiet-
ness, patience, virile hope, serene joy.'t

The evolution of Holland's Indian experience is also
his own personal evolution from the artistic impulse con-
sidered as the most vital factor in human life to Faith in
its most spiritual expression; it is his own personal deve-
lopment starting from Tolstoy, -Beethoven, and Michel
Ahgelo, and ending in Mahatma Gandhi, Ramakrishna,
and Vivekananda. "And"each one of the biographies he
wrote, was indeed part of his own autobiography. Does
he not admit it" himself at the beginning of his book on

* Quoted in P. J. Jtrave : Romain RdUand^Vivant, 1921.

t Preface to the translation of Coomaraswamy's Dance of SMva,